THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

secret of them, but to be openly knowledged and avowed as ,a
thing tending to the high wealth and benefit of all the realm of
Scotland.

Moreover ten of the prisoners, that is to say the Earls of
Cassilis, Glencairn and the Lord Maxwell, the Lord Fleming, the
Lord Somervile, the Lord Grey, Robert Erskine, Oliver St. Clair,
the Lord Cragge and Kerse, these ten as men pretending a more
near and earnest devotion to the King's majesty, have subscribed
an article that in case of the death of the daughter, the King's
highness will take upon him the crown and government of the
realm of Scotland, they will serve his Majesty to their powers in
that behalf, as by the copy of that article sent herewith may
appear; and so this is a secret article, known only to these ten,
and not opened hitherto to the Lord Bothwell nor any other of
them; for albeit the Lord Bothwell hath heretofore promised
, more largely to the King's majesty, yet nevertheless the same hath
not been spoken of unto him, lest the secrecy promised to the
other ten should be percase impaired; which the said Sir Richard
shall show to the said ten, devising with them not to be a known
tof it to the Lord Bothwell, to the intent he shall not be mis-
content or conceive suspicion that all the proceedings here hath
not been opened unto him, and also because it is to be feared
that he should be something addict to the Earl of Arran.

Enclosed with the letter to Southwell were the following ,
secret articles,

(fol 59) The copy of the Secret Article whereunto the ten only
named in the instructions have subscribed.

Where it was proponed unto us by his Majesty and his most
noble council that if the said daughter were deceased what we
thought then most necessary to be done for the wealth of the
realm rf Scotland? To that we answer that for the wealth
of the same, if it "would please his Grace to take the whole
rule, dominion, and government of that realm upon him that
.the same may be governed in peace, tranquillity, and justice to
'be furth-erborne in the said realm: we now. Ki<: Orarp'c nri<?nners: